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Tidings 

Emory United Methodist Church  Pastor Peggy Click 
1600 Emory Road, Upperco, MD 21155      410-429-6008 

Church Office E-Mail:  churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org 
Church web site: www.emoryunitedmethodist.org 

Pastor’s E-Mail: staretal@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Phone:   443-253-0943 

 
________________________________________________________               _____    _December 2019 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

 Waiting is a skill not all of us have.  It includes patience and vision. Vision I 

have but patience is not my strongest quality. Waiting is easier when I remember 

what it is that I am waiting for. It takes reminding myself to remember. 

 We are arriving at a time of intentional waiting in the church called Advent – 

the four weeks leading up to Christmas. Advent begins with the first Sunday in 

December this year, December 1st. 

 Advent comes after we’ve made our way through last Christmas, Epiphany, 

Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and a long season of ordinary time. It ends with Christmas 

Day and the birth of our savior. That is the thing for which we as church wait. 

 Each Sunday, we will have different folks light the appropriate candles on the 

Advent Wreath. See me if you are interested. Tradition has three purple or blue 

candles and one pink. In the center is the Christ Candle which is lit at midnight on 

Christmas Eve. The themes this year are hope, peace, joy and love. 

 Advent is a season of already and not yet.  Christ is already born and has 

died for our sins. Yet we wait again for the holy birth to renew the connection 

between the baby’s birth and the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus; two parts 

of one plan for salvation. We will be singing both Christmas and Advent carols in 

the praise music slot and throughout each service. This is a wonderful time of year 

to invite family and friends to worship with you. 

 It’s a season of sharing, caring and witnessing too – food and gifts for our 

Christmas families; mittens, hats, and scarves and warm flannel shirts for the Paula 

Davis Giving Tree; shelter supplies; extras for NESAP; end of year second-mile 

giving to Emory which also is a tax advantage for some; and extra cards, notes and 

calls to our elder friends. We are blessed to be a blessing.  So be it.  
 

 Pastor Peggy  

mailto:churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org
http://www.emoryunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:staretal@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 1 – First Sunday of Advent – A Vision of Hope! 

Blessing of the Nativities; Holy Communion 
   

Sunday, December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent – A Vision of Peace! 
 

Sunday, December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent – A Vision of Joy! 
 

Sunday, December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – A Vision of Love!

 Christmas Cantata – Forever God Is With Us sung by Emory’s Choir 
 

Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve – 7 pm – Family Candlelight Service 

11pm – Communion and Candlelight Service 
 

Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas Day – Christ is born! 
 

Sunday, December 29 – First Sunday after Christmas – In Search of Safety 

 

 

December 1 –  December 22 – Bob Kelly 

December 8 – Sandy Schaller December 24 – Jo Smith – 7pm  

December 15 – Donna Rucker  Elaine Dodds – 11pm  

December 29 – Ruthie Bradford 

  

 

 
 

December 1 Sherry and Randy Wineke 

December 8 Donna and Pat Rucker 

December 15 Paula Mays and Sandy Black 

December 22 Connie and Ronnie Hamm 

December 24 7pm – Jo and George Smith and family 

December 24 11pm – Elaine Dodds 
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PRAYERS/BLESSINGS/THANKSGIVINGS 
 

 One of the most important part of community is to show care and 

compassion through prayer. Please be in prayer for the following: 
 

Joyce Applefeld [at Lorien Assisted Living, Rm 32A (Taneytown)]; Tim Armacost; 

Mike Bitzel; Diana Blessing [car accident]; Diana Blessing’s sister, Coral; Gil 

Brashears; Ruth Crisler [home hospice, weakening]; Regina Glassman [Donna 

Rucker’s aunt]; Shirley Gordon; Barbara Grogg [sciatica]; Doris Johnson 

[Assisted Living, 5400 Vantage Point Road, #426, Columbia MD 21044]; Kellys’ 

4-year-old granddaughter Cambria; Nancy Korman; Alex Obriecht’s grandson 

Oliver [leukemia]; Dee Patten [home hospice]; the Seibert family [Diana 

Blessing’s friends]; Christiana Smith [struggling with life issues]; Bonnie Towner’s 

daughter-in-law Jill Towner; Bill Williams [Linda Fair’s brother]; Beth Zentz 

 

 

 
HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Don’t see your birthday on this list? If you would like your name to be 

placed on our birthday list, email the information to the office including your name 

and birthday (month/day) to churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org. 
 

12/01 Ryder Wineke 12/22 Heather Bitzel 

12/15 Laurie Fertitta 12/30 Erma Kipe  

12/21 Cliff Moore 12/31 Leslie Hall 

mailto:churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org
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BLESSING THE NATIVITY SETS 
 

 On the first Sunday of Advent you are invited to bring  

in your nativity sets to display in the sanctuary [or a 

representative piece or photo if it’s extra-large]. During the 

service we will pause to bless each one.  

 St. Francis developed this idea of a Nativity scene in 1223. Francis' idea 

came during a time of mystery or miracle plays, which were a popular form of 

entertainment and education for European people of the day. These plays, 

originally performed in churches, but then in town squares, re-enacted Bible stories 

in common, everyday languages.  

 Remember, churches at the time were all Roman Catholic, so mass was 

still in Latin, which few people understood, so these plays were the only way for 

people to learn the stories of scripture. Francis' nativity scene used the same 

method of visual display to help locals understand and emotionally engage with 

Christianity.  Nativity scenes quickly spread throughout Europe. I hope you will 

participate and share your crèche.  

 

OUTDOOR NATIVITY SET 
 

 Ever wonder where the nativity outside Emory Hall came from? The original 

nativity set only included Mary, Joseph and the manger. It was built by long-time 

member Mike Bitzel. 

 In a scout meeting night, when Randy was taking the set out to set it up, a 

scout named Matt Edwards helped him to carry it up to its place. Matt wondered 

where the rest of the pieces were. Upon finding out that there were no other pieces, 

he decided that he would like to add on to the original set as his Eagle project, to 

benefit the church and surrounding community. It is a beautiful sight when you 

drive by at night and it’s lit up. 

 Everyone passing by has been blessed by this visual representation of the 

Christmas story. Matt achieved his goal of completing this project and becoming an 

Eagle Scout. Now you know “the rest of the story...” 
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 Picking up where I left off in October, our Sunday attendance and membership 

health continues to degrade.  As a result our financial trend of spending more that 

we receive continues as well.  I thought I would share with you a high-level picture 

of how we spend our money.  The chart below shows our major expense 

categories and the percentage of our total expense each represents. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Through November 11th we have spent $118,486.73. Our income this year, 

which includes giving and rental income, is $94,200.00.  You can see the challenge. 

 As the holiday season approaches, please reach out to your friends and 

neighbors and invite them to participate in a church that might be short on 

attendance but is long and deep in our faith! 
 

Did you know? 

There are many ways to assist Emory financially.  Here are just a few. 

 You can name Emory United Methodist Church as a beneficiary on your life 

insurance policy. 

 You can receive a tax deduction by donating stocks or bonds to Emory. 

 You can even name Emory in your Will. 

 Should you have any questions, please reach out to a member of the Finance 

committee. 
 

Godspeed, Bob 
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IN DECEMBER WE REJOICE IN THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST CHILD 

AND ANTICIPATE THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAR! 
 

Many people like to increase their tax-deductible contributions by 

making an extra contribution to Emory through Vanco e-giving at the 

end of the year.  Our giving has been much below last year’s, as we 

attempt to manage our budget. The one aspect of Emory’s income 

that has been consistent has been our Vanco donations.  Our donors have set 

up regular payments, based on their budgets, which allow them to plan or 

change their plan at any time. Please consider this option. 

 Concerns that have been voiced by a few of our congregants are the risks 

they perceive in sharing their bank account and routing number or their credit 

card number with Vanco.  Emory must maintain strict compliance with the 

highest standards of the bank and credit card electronic transaction industry in 

order to continue using Vanco. 

 At: Emoryunitedmethodist.org, click on the “Giving” option which takes you to 

click on the gold bar “Online giving”. As always, you can contact Elaine Dodds at 

480-747-8785 or edodds45@gmail.com for assistance. You’ll be glad you did. 
 

 

NOTE:  Snail mail and the offering plate work too!! 

 

 

RECONCILING CHURCH 
 

 We have been working on forming the committee to study all aspects of the 

reconciling movement and where Emory will ultimately stand. The committee 

members are Sandy Schaller, Patty Kelly, and Connie Hamm. If you wish to serve 

on this important committee, please call me, Sandy, at 443-838-5851. I tried to ask 

people who were not on many committees, but don’t mind if you want one more.  

You may talk to any of us concerning your views. 

 We have asked to be on the schedule at the Council on Ministries meeting on 

December 10th. Please join in the discussion. If you can’t be there, give your 

comments and questions to any member of the committee in advance. 

 Beginning in January we will be attending regular committee meetings to 

discuss your views.  Westminster UMC is the first church in Carroll to be a 

Reconciling Church.  Emory is just as loving.  Can we be the second? 
 

Emory welcomes all to worship with us. 

Sandy Schaller 
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

 

 

 Early in 2020, Emory Church will be hosting a planning meeting for the future.  

We know that many small churches in our area are concerned about financial and 

attendance issues.  We plan to have our District Superintendent with us to help us 

find answers to critical questions affecting our future.  We will notify all church 

members of the date and time of the meeting as soon as it is confirmed. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Thanks, Troop 9! 
 

 On November 20, Troop 9 provided the Emory family and friends with a 

delicious turkey dinner will all the trimmings.  Ninety-three total meals were served:  

65 to friends and church family; 28 to scouts and parents.  $573 was raised to 

support the missions of our church.  We are so thankful for our scout troop! 

 *Also, thanks to the Wednesdays Are Wonderful friends who donated food 

and paper goods to our needy families project this holiday season – the season of 

giving! 

 

 

 

   WEDNESDAYS ARE WONDERFUL DINNERS 
 

 Wednesdays Are Wonderful are up and cooking!  Thanks to 

everyone for their help.  A special thanks to Boy Scout Troop 9’s scouts and families 

who gifted us with a very tasty Thanksgiving dinner on November 20th! 

December dinners will be at 5:45 pm on: 

 December 4th – Dinner – Cream Chicken, rolls, veggie & salad 

 December 11th – Dinner and Bake Sale – Lasagna, salad, garlic bread, ice 

cream for dessert.  We will be sharing in a Christmas Carol sing with Bev 

playing for us. 

**This is the last dinner until January 15th, 2020 when we will start up again.  
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GREETINGS FROM THE COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES 
 

 The holidays are fast approaching and our lives will be busy!  There is so much 

going on, but as much to be thankful for. 

 Tune up your voices! Christmas Caroling will be December 15th.  Meet at 

church at 1:45.  The Winekes will graciously host the party afterwards.  It doesn’t 

matter if you sing good or bad, visiting the people makes them very happy. 

 Many thanks for the food & non-food donations for our needy families–They 

should have had a very nice Thanksgiving–plus the extra foods that were brought in 

for everyday meals. Any of the following non-perishables would be welcome: 
 

Food 

Mac & Cheese 

Canned vegetables 

Tuna 

Canned chicken 

*Soups 

Instant mashed potatoes 

Stuffing 

*Manwich 

*Hamburger Helper

Gravies 

*Spaghetti 

*Spaghetti sauce & any pasta 

Peanut butter & jelly 

Brownie mix 

Cake mix & frosting 

Cereal 

Pop-Tarts 

 

Non-Food / Cleaning Products 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

*Toilet paper 

*Paper towels 

Dish detergent 

Laundry soap 

Fabric sheets 

Bar soap 

Deodorants 

Kleenex 

*indicates the items most needed 
 

 We need your donations by Sunday, December 15th in order to have time for 

sorting and deliveries. 

 Now it’s time to help our needy families at Christmas. Some Christmas gifts 

have already been brought in – Awesome!  Thanks to everyone who took a gift tag--

all the gift tags have been taken to fulfill. Please bring in your gifts by December 15th. 

Wrap and put the tag you got on the gift so we know who they go to. 
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 Another big thanks to the Boy Scouts and our Wednesdays are Wonderful 

bunch who donated an amazing amount of food.  Our families will be having a very 

Merry Christmas. 

 Again, thank you all! 
 

 Paula Mays and Sandy Black, coordinators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Merry Christmas to all!! 
 

 In November, the UMW donated $110 to the Helping Up Mission in Baltimore, 

to provide men with a Thanksgiving meal.  We continue to focus on helping others 

through our missions. 

 Just a reminder that our UMW Christmas party is fast 

approaching on Monday, December 9th at 6 pm in Emory Hall.  

Please bring, if possible, gently used purses which we will fill 

with toiletry for special women – Our “Purses of Hope” mission.  

This will be followed by our meal, a short holiday devotional time, and our crazy gift 

exchange.  If participating, please bring a $15 value wrapped gift to exchange.  We 

hope all you women can come! 

 Searching for Santa!!  We need a Santa for our Church Christmas Party on 

December 8th in Emory Hall.  Santa will have some little gifts for the kids. Anyone 

interested, please let us know.  We will have a luncheon after church and, of course, 

there will be plenty of food!  Please sign up on the sheet in church for the food.   

 Our next meeting will be on February 9, 2020, in Emory Hall right after church.  

After delicious soup, bread and dessert, Ruth Bradford will do a bible study on “Bad 

Girls of the Bible.”  Sound interesting??  Plan to join us! 
 

 Holiday Blessings, Sherry Wineke 
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LOAVES & FISHES MINISTRY 

 

As part of our ministry to serve people in our community, Emory 

United Methodist Church has partnered with the Church of the 

Brethren's Loaves and Fishes Program to feed those in need. On 

behalf of all those we served this year, thank you for your support, 

commitment and compassion.  Due to your ongoing dedication to this ministry, 

we were able to provide approximately 300 meals and fruit, cereal and other food 

staples that were distributed to those in need. 

 In the coming year, we are scheduled to serve meals on April 4th, July 18th 

and September 19th, 2020.  We appreciate your continued support of this 

ministry.  

 Thank you!  Dale and I hope you had a very Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 Evan Buckingham 

 

 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 

 

 
 

 
 

3250 Charmil Drive, Manchester MD 

Saturday, December 7th – 8 am to 2 pm 
 

 Emory Women will be participating in the Christmas Bazaar at Grace Bible 

Church in Manchester.  Set-up there will be on Friday, December 6th from 5 to 8 

pm, and clean-up at 2 pm on Saturday, December 7th.  

 Invite friends and family to come with you to check it out in order to improve 

the chances that the wonderful items prepared by the crafters group will go home 

with a new family!  Consider doing some of your holiday gift shopping at the Emory 

table. All help is greatly appreciated! 
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PAULA JANKOWSKI DAVIS GIVING TREE 

 

  The Annual Christmas Giving Tree goes in the back of the church each year 

so that we can collect warm winter coats/clothing/scarfs/gloves for the homeless.  

This was a ministry very important to Paula Davis who began the tree tradition 

almost two decades ago. 

  Please help men, women and children if you can by donating one or more 

items for the tree. New or gently used items are welcome. Thanks in advance. As 

the tree fills up, donations will be taken to the shelter so we can refill it. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY BENEFIT CONCERT AND COMMUNITY SING 

Presented by NESAP and Shepherd’s Staff 

Saturday, December 14th at 7:30 pm* 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

3184 Church St., Manchester 

Plenty of free parking 
 

Come hear local singing groups, musicians, and plenty of holiday favorites for an 

audience sing-along! 

Admission: A charitable donation of personal hygiene products,  

wipes, baby items or non-perishable food items is requested. 

All items go to NESAP and The Shepherd’s Staff.  A free will offering will be taken 

Tickets are available through The Shepherd’s Staff at 

https://holidaybenefitconcert.brownpapertickets.com  

or in person at the NESAP gift shop 
 

*Please call 410-857-5944 for inclement weather notices, or check Facebook 

pages of NESAP and The Shepherd’s Staff 

 

 

 

 

https://holidaybenefitconcert.brownpapertickets.com/
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 Our Elder Friends for December are Maxie and Dianne Baughan – Please send 

cards or call to remind Maxie and Dianne how important they are to Emory Church. 

Maxie and Dianne Baughan – 42 Horizon Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850 – 607-339-0918. 

 Carroll Singers concert – Monday & Tuesday, December 2nd and 3rd at 7:30 pm – 

Westminster High School. 

 Christmas party after church – Sunday, December 8th – 

Emory Hall – see the full article for all the details. 

 UMW Christmas party – Monday, December 9th at 6 pm –  

Emory Hall – Women, come join us. Check out the article to  

see all the fun we have. 

 Council on Ministries meeting – Tuesday, December 10th at 7 pm – 

Important last meeting of the year. 

 Christmas Caroling – Sunday, December 15th at 2 pm –  

Meet at church to carpool to carol to shut-ins – Fellowship 

dinner to follow, graciously hosted at the home of Sherry  

and Randy Wineke. 

 Nut Orders – If you missed the closing deadline to order nuts, you 

are not out of luck. Extras were ordered, and if there is enough interest, 

another order can be submitted. See Donna Rucker – 410-429-5251 

 FYI – Reminder – The Hampstead Post Office (USPS) has moved to Robert’s 

Field behind McDonald’s.  Because of the Post Office move, NESAP’s P.O. Box 

address is going to change from #831 to #731. 

 The UMW received a thanks from Robert K. Gehman, CEO, Helping Up Mission: 

“We are very grateful for your recent gift of $110.70.  Your financial 

support is a blessing for more than 540 men and women we serve and 

care for each day and night, enabling them to break the life-threatening 

cycle of addiction and homelessness.  Thank you!” 

 NESAP currently has a position open in their Assistance office. The position is 

working directly with their clients and the food pantry. Hours would be 24 - 30 

hours per week depending on time of year. Hopeful start date – flexible – is 

December 9th.  Anyone interested should contact Donn Dietrich at 443-244-1496 

or by email at  nesap.director@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:nesap.director@gmail.com
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To my Church Family: The Blessings of Christmas and the joy of a Christ-filled 

2020 embrace you all with God’s love! 

 Blessings, Pastor Peggy 
 

Greetings from me to all my family at Emory.  Wishing you a blessed Christmas 
and happy New Year. 
 Love, Pastor Charlotte 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.  See you soon! 
 Jane Alban 
 

Merry Christmas to all! 
 Joyce Appelfeld 
 

Dear Church Family, Best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy 
New Year! 
 Love, Shirley & Ron Armacost 
 

May His love always bless you…. His joy always fill you… His presence always 
keep you close to all that is good!  Wishing you God’s best at Christmas and in the 
New Year. 
 Ruthie & Bob Bradford 
 

Wishing you all the love and joy that God gives us at Christmas and all the time. 
 Love, Ruth Crisler 
 

To all of our Emory Family and Friends, we wish you a Blessed Christmas and a 

New Year filled with Joy, Happiness and Good Health. 

 With much love, Chuck Davis and Elaine Dodds 
 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and everything happy in the New Year! 
 John, Linda & Vicki Fair 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone.  Hope it’s a healthy and happy 
year ahead. 
 Ronnie and Connie Hamm 
 

Christmas blessings to all our church friends.  May the Lord bless you in this 
season and throughout the year.  Joy to the World! 
 Love, Dee Patten and Bob Schulze 
 

May the true meaning of Christmas be with you and your family throughout the 
year.  Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year! 
 Pat & Donna Rucker 
 

May the Christmas season fill your home with joy, your heart with love and your life 
with laughter.  Whatever is beautiful, meaningful, and brings happiness to your 
world, may it be yours this holiday season and throughout the coming year. Merry 
Christmas and a very happy, healthy New Year to all! 
 Bonnie Towner 
 

Wishing all of our Emory Church family a blessed and beautiful Christmas, and a 
healthy, happy 2020! 
 Sherry & Randy Wineke 
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ITEMS FOR THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 15 

BUT ARE WELCOME EARLY!! 

 

THE MISSION FOR DECEMBER IS BOARD OF CHILD CARE 
 

DECEMBER 2019  

 

 
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1    10 am 
Worship 

Communion 

 

 

Blessing 
Nativities 

Holy 
Communion  

2  9:30 am 
Last 

Project 
2019 Linus 

 

7:30 pm 
Carroll 
Singers 
concert- 

Westminster 

HS 

3 

7:30 pm 
Carroll 
Singers 
concert-

Westminster 
HS 

4    
5:45 pm 

Wednesdays  
R Wonderful 

Cream 
Chicken 

 5  

 

6 

5 pm 
set-up 

for 
Grace 
Bible 

Church 
bazaar 

 7    

8 am - 2 pm 
Grace Bible 

Church 
bazaar 

 

7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

 

 

8  10 am 
Worship 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Christmas 
Party after 

Church 

9    
 
 

 
6 pm UMW  
Christmas 

Party 

10  
7 pm  

Council on 
Ministries 
meeting 

11 5:45 pm 
Wednesdays  

R Wonderful 
  

Lasagna and 
Bake Sale 
Carol Sing! 

12 
7 pm 
Boy 

Scouts 

13 
 

14     
7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

15  10 am 
Worship 

 

2 pm 
Caroling 

& Fellowship 
dinner 

16    

 

17   

 

18   

 

19  
7 pm 

Last Boy 
Scouts 

meeting of 
2019 

20 

 

21 

7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

22  
10 am 

Worship 
Cantata 

23   
 

 

 

24    7 pm 
Christmas 
Eve Family 

Worship 
 

11 pm 
Candles & 

Communion 
Worship  

25    

Merry 
Christmas! 

26 
 

27 28   
7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 

 

29   
10 am 

Worship 
In Search of 

Safety 

30 
 

31  

 

1 
 
Happy New 

Year! 

   


